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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Copies of the references listed on the attached form PTO-1449 are enclosed. A copy of a 
communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart application is also enclosed. 

This statement is being filed after a first Office action on the merits, but before receipt of 
a final Office action or a Notice of Allowance. I, the undersigned, hereby certify that each item 
of information contained in this statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application, the communication being dated March 10, 2003, 
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING BY FIRST CLASS MAIL 

I hereby certify under 37 CFR § 1.8(a) that this correspondence is being 
deposited with the United States Postal Service as first class mail with 
sufficient postage on the date indicated below and is addressed to the 
Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231. 
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which is not more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. Please apply any 
charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 
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Formalities Officer / Assistant 


+49 89 2399-2281 


(Formalities and other matters) 







Application No. 


Ref. 


1 Date 


96 941 963.9-2208 
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AMERICAN SUPERCONDUCTOR CORPORATION 







Communication pursuant to Article 96(2) EPC 

The examination of the above-identified application has revealed that it does not meet the requirements of the 
European Patent Convention for the reasons enclosed herewith. If the deficiencies indicated are not rectified 
the application may be refused pursuant to Article 97(1) EPC. 

You are invited to file your observations and insofar as the deficiencies are such as to be rectiflable, to correct 
the indicated deficiencies within a period 

of 4 months 

from the notification of this communication, this period being computed in accordance with Rules 78(2) and 
83(2) and (4) EPC. 

One set of amendments to the description, claims and drawings is to be filed within the said period on separate 
sheets (Rule 36(1) EPC). 

Failure to comply with this invitation in due time will result in the application being deemed to be 
withdrawn (Article 96(3) EPC). 
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Application No.: 96 941 963.9 



Demande n°: 



Nottfication/Proces-verbal (Annexe) 



The examination is being carried out on the following application documents: 



Description, pages: 
Claims, No.: 
Drawings, sheets: 



1-30 



t-30 



1-4 



as originally filed 
as originally filed 
as originally filed 



2. 



2.1 



2.2 



Reference is made to the following docunnents: 

D1: EPO 503 525 A 
D2: US 4,329,539 A 
D3: EPO 638 942 A 



The present version of claims does not meet the requirements of Article 84 ERG 
and is therefore not allowable. The reasons are the following: 

In claim 1 , the term "substantially unidirectional" is vague and indefinite. 
Conventionally textured filaments with the grains aligned in the longitudinal 
filament direction and with a sufficiently large twist or transposition pitch may be 
considered as "substantially unidirectionally aligned". The grain alignment 
direction should be defined relative to the longitudinal axis of the cable conductor 
which seems to be the only well-defined direction in a transposed cable 
conductor. Furthermore, it is not clear by which angle a "substantially" aligned 
grain may deviate from perfect alignment. 

A lack of clarity arises in claims 1,2, 15 and 28 because the term "transposed 
strands" commonly has a technical meaning which differs from the broad 
definition given on page 1, lines 24-29 of the present description. Transposed 
strands have a conductor structure being different from twisted strands. 

The terms "filament transposition area" and "grain direction area" used in claims 
8, 9, 20, 21 and 28 have no well-recognised technical meaning and leave the 
reader in doubt as to their interpretation, thereby rendering the definition of the 
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Anmelde-Nr.: 

Application No.: 9 6 941 963 . 9 



Demande n°; 



Notification/Procds-verbal (Annexe) 



identify the amendments carried out, irrespective of whetiier they concern 
amendments by addition, replacement or deletion, and to indicate the passages of 
the application as filed on which these amendments are based. 

Independent claims should be drafted in the two-part form in accordance with 
Rule 29 (1) EPC. All claims should comprise reference signs (Rule 29 (7) EPC). 
The description should be amended according to new claims. 

To meet the requirements of Rule 27 (1) (b) EPG, the closest prior art document 
should be identified in the description and the relevant background art disclosed 
therein should be briefly discussed. 

The unit 'inch' expressed on pages 26, 27 and 28 does not meet the requirements 
of Rule 35 (12) EPC and should be replaced by the appropriate SI unit (cf. the 
Guidelines, C-ll, Annex 1). The present expressions should, however, be retained 
in parentheses after the replacement expressions. 

"Incorporation by reference" is not possible in the EPC. The corresponding 
statement on page 21, line 12 should thus be deleted. 

The last paragraph of the description on pages 28-29 should be deleted as it adds 
nothing to the disclosure and could, in fact, render the extend of the invention 
uncertain (Articles 84 and 69 (1) EPC and Guidelines C-lll, 4.3a). 
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